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“from that gentleman en nearly
public policy., Mr. 'WEpsTER said :

Whatever may have been the differences of opini ]
“have h.m‘u‘:lnhud between the Ihmzl:; ‘Whig

question at this time is the Union,
serve ite blessings for the present, and for al
To masintein that Union, we must observe,
Constitation and all its parts, If that Constifation be
Mﬁdhlﬂh.mhumwvﬂlﬂh

paris, the-whole of it coases to
suard to suppose that either the North or
power or the right to wiolate any part of
and still claim from the other observance of
[Applawse.] If the Bouth were/to violsto any part
Constitution intentionally and systematically,
North be any lopger bound by rest of it ?
North were deliberately, habitually,

to beerve its other obligations ? How sbsurd it is to suppose
that, when diffurent parties enter into a compact for certsin
purposes, either can any cne provision, and expect,
nevertheless, the other to observeit! 1Ii
regard,and maintain, and carry out to the fullest extent the
‘Constitution of the United States, which I have sworn to

port in all its partsand all its provisions. [Loud cheers.]
It is wristen in the Constitutjon : “* No person held to service
< or labor in one Btate, under the laws f, escaping into
¢ another, shall, in consequence of sny law or regulation
¢ therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall
¢ be delivered up on elsim of the party to whom such service
¢ or labor may be.due.” That is as much a part of the Con-
stitution as any other, and as equally binding and obligatory
as any other on all men, public or private. [Applause.]
And who denies this? None but the Abolitionists of the
North. And pray what is it they will not deny ? [Great
applause and laughter.] They have but the one idea ; and
it would seem that-these fanatics at the North, and the seces-
sionists at the Sonth, are putting their heads together to de-
vise means to defeat the good designs of honest and patriotic
men. They sct tothe same end and the same object, and the
Constitution has to take the fire from both sides, |

I do not hesitate to ssy, and repeat, that if the Northern
Btates refuse, wilfully and deliberatoly, to carry into effect
that part of the Constitation which the restoration of
fu‘iﬁv&:.lnu, I.heﬁf;ul.hwnnld I;:lm hohunihﬂo:
86TVO mmense applause.] " A in br
on one lim:lmdl sides. I d,o:Lut mmhr'.‘f;eomn,
that every violation by a Btate of an rticle of the Constitu-|
tion, would discharge other States from obesrving its
sions.  'When any part of the Constitation s
violated by a State law, the true mode of
bring the case before the judicial tribunals, and, if the unconsti-
tutionality of the State law be made out, it is to be set aside.
This has been done in repeated cases, snd is the ordinary
remedy. But what I mean to say is, that if the public men
of a large of the country, and especially their Repre-
sentatives in Congress, lsbor to prevent, and do permanently
prevent, the passage of laws necessary to carry into effect a

vision of the Constitution, particularly intended for the
fit of one of the country, and which is of the highest

is to

:‘mpmutot.itunnotbou that that part of the
country will long continue wm other uonp:utntiund
made in favor of other of the country.

1 say to you, gentlemen in Virginis, as I said on the shores of
Lake Brie sind in the city of Boston, as I may say again, in that
city, orelsewhere in the North, that you of the South have as
much rightto recover your fugilive slavesas the North hastoany
of itarights and privileges of navigation and commerce. I desire
to be understood, hiere amdng you, throughout the coun-
try, that in hopes, thoughts, and feelings I profess to be an
‘American—al r, and nothing but an American, {long
and continued cheering,] and that [ am for the Constitation,
Tamas to fight and to fall

of Massachusette. [Greatapplause.] It has been said that I
have, by the eourse I have thought proper to pursue, die-
pleased a of the of Massachusetts. That is
troe ; if I bad di more of them, what of that !
Great and continued applause.] I was in the Senate of the

nited States, and had swom to support the Constitution of
nited Stales. That Constitution made me a Senator of
nited Siates, scting for all the Btates, and my vote was
lh-whnhmnw 1 was s Senator for the whole

[Applause.) What had I to do with instructions
upon a question affecting the whole na-
I:hhuny vote was to bind Virginia, as well as
! My
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| the opinion that *this is a great country,” and I have no

GLIMPSES OF MEN, THINGS, axp PLACES—No. 5.
Evnana, we Coumrr,
ch;':::. Jonx 30, 1851.
An arm of the Chemung valley stretches away
%o the north of Elmira some eight or ten miles,
and through this branch of the vall runs the
Chemung canal, connecting the waters of Chem
river with Seneca Lake, a distance of about twin-
miles. The canal has been in operation neally
years, There is also s railroad ru

twent .
g Imira 1o Seneca Lake. 'This road,

from

WASHINGTON :

fair to presume that the charscter and comforis of the two
hotels where they quarter have no special tendency to drive
them awsy. The gentlemen of the bar, who come from dis-
tant parts of the Btale to look sfter the interests of iheir clients,
and argue law-points when their cases come up, gramble &
little at having fo remain here several weeks doing nothing s
bat even they, by the aid of mint julaps, rolling pine-pins,
and an occasional drive out over hill and valley, manage to
kill time in & much takes off the edge of
their grumbling. ’Oonzl at almost any time,
and you will see at least seven of the dignified Judges on the
bench, and before them two eminent baristers endeavoring 10

built
Erie
company has put a fine

by another company, has been leased to

d C for a term of years, and
go. o g steamer on the Seneca
connect with the road at Jeffeyson, the southern
point of the lake, and convey to and
from Geneva at the northern end of the lake, a distance of
some forty miles. So the New York and Erie Company
hmrudhm.hn;unddﬂynihhthmﬂhh
draw travel through the interior and northerly portion of the

] in this coun-
ot throagh the wildemess (for it must
wilderness nearly all the way) from Cansn-
daigue, a fow miles from the northern end of Seneca Lake,
up threugh the present valley of the Chemung canal 1o
Elmira, between sixty aid seventy miles. And, after stop-
ping a short time at Elmirs, they followed down the valleys
of the Chemung and Susquehanna rivers to Harrisburg, in
Penosylvania. What an interesting work would be a well-
written biography of Lonis Philippe! His lif2 certainly was
one of remarkable vicissitude,
Elmira was the scene of one of the confliets of the Revo-
lotion. In 1779 & body of New York troops had been de-
feated, and nearly all slain, by the fierce Chief Brandt and
his bloody warriors, some half-way between here and New
York. Brandt then retreated up the valley of the Chemung,
aod was pursued soon afterward by Gen. Sullivan with five
thousand men. Oan the north bank of the Chemung, at
Elmira, almost within a stone’s throw of where I am now
writing, Brandt made a stand, having besn reinforced by two
hundred and fifty British regulars, and sttempted to defend
the pass between the river and a mountain on the left. When
Gen. Sullivan came vp, he sent Gen. Poor with a detach-
ment up the mountain to turn the enemy's flank, while he
at the same time sttacked them vigorously in front. The
Indians gave way, and retreated north through the valley to
Seneca Lake. Sullivan pursued them five or six miles from
this place, where he encamped on a plain, and remained for
some time. While here, for want of forsge, and to prevent
their falling into the hands of the Indians, he killed a large
number of his horses, and for many years the ground was
whitened with their bones. From this circumstance the
place derived the name of *‘ Horse-heads,” and has continu-
ed to bear that name till the present day. A modern at-
tempt has been made to change the name, and I see it put
down on the maps now as * Fairport.” I thiok, however,
it will be a slow task to efface that old revolutionary title of
¢ Horse-heads.” I rode out there with a friend on Batur-
day, where I found a pleasant village, containing a popula-
tion of five or six hundred, and in front of the principal
hotel there was a large swinging sign, with four Aorses’
heads painted on each side. ** Fairport” may figure in maps
and books, but ** Horse-heads™ will be the popular title of
the place in this part of the country for generations yet to
come.
Thie mOrNing at sunlise uno vf the geutlomen of the hotel
took me out to ride through the town of Soutbport, on the
opposite side of the river from Elmira. We made a circuit
of five or six miles round, and ascended one of the high
hills that overlook this luxuriant valley. The view was ex-
ceedingly fine and picturcsque. The hills in this vicinity
are about as remarkable as the valleys ; for, though many of
them are steep and lofty, they are generally fine farming land
even to their very summits. Some of them are thickly co-
vered with their native forest mantle, and some present the
rich green fields of highly-cultivated farms. What a bless-
ing to these farmers is the New York and Erie Railroad,
opening a ready market for their surplus products, and bring-
ing the treasures of commerco to their very doors ! The
hoarse whistle of the locomotive, as it echoes through the
valley, must undoubtedly **discourse sweet music” to their
ears, in view of the accompaniment which atteuds it.
I hear bt little about politics here. A great deal is said
about good soil, but I hear nothing about ** free-scil.” And
as for the Union, the people here teem to be unanimously of

doubt they are equally agreed that it cannot and shall not in
their day and generation become less,

Since writing the above, 1 learn that the Legislature, in
obedience to the popular sentiment, has been obliged to take
back the fancy name of ** Fairport,” and restore the old re-

volutionary designation of ** Horse-heads.”
diittos BIRD'S-EYE.
No. 6.

Eimina, Cuzmuns County,
Nxw Yoax, Jurr |, 1851,

As I write the date above, I am reminde;l that
the chea law goes into operation to-day—
one of' ﬂfa P::::E:n blessings, I think, which legis-
lation has conferred upon the whole people of this
country for many years. The rate should undoubt-
edly have been i:wer; two cents for single letters

repaid would probably have been the right mark ;
Em, as it is, the law will prove a blessing to the.
country. Its moral influence, though silent and
imperceptible, will be great and salutary. To say
nothing of its aid in all the common business rela-
tions of life, it will exert a most kindly influence
upon the social affections and upon intellectual cul-
ture. It will add another strong cord to the bands
which shall hold this mighty republic together as
one people. Millions of letters will be annually exchenged
between friends, and acqusintances, and family connexions
who sre separated from each other ; millions of lettere to bless
both the writer and the receiver, which but for this law would
pever be written. Children and youth will earlier acquire
the habit of writing letters, and old age will retain to a later
day than now the social use of the pen. Mail matter will be
more than dotbled, and the revenues of the Department in-
creased—a result at which reason might have arrived with
certainty, even without the evidenca derived from the expe-
rience of England. Therefore, let the 1st of July, ss well
a8 the 4tb, be greeted with annual rejoicings. ¢
« The Court of Appeals,” the highest law comt of the
State, bas now been in session here about two weeks, and
will continve in session, I understand, s couple of weeks
longer ; and even then it is not expected that they will clear
more than & third part of the docket. The bench of this
Court consists of eight Judges, composed at present of the
following gentlemen : Charles H. Ruggles, (Chief Judge,)
Addison Gardiner, Freeborn G. Jewett, S8amuel A. Fool,
Willism T. McCoun, Aloozo U. Paige, Hiram Gray, and
James Mullett. They have power to bold their eourts in dif-
ferent parts of the State, st such places se they choose to we-
lect ; and, for this hot season, they have not made a bad
ehioics in taking a **sitting” smong the mountaine that en-
viron Elmira, where almost every other doy the atmosphere
is cooled and freshened by copious showers of rain, and pa-
tified by explosions of electricity from the heavy cloud-batte-
ries that darken the hill-sides, and give a most picturesque
view (o the valleys in the foreground.
The Court seems 1o be taking it quite coolly in this pleasant
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retreat. I would not insinuate that a judge, like other men,

3 with Blmira |¥
Into King ofthe |

&

like fighting cocks. You will seldom see more than eight or ten
lawyers in court at once, unless it is when the docket is to be
called over, and spectators are fow and far between. = Some
the lawyers, taking advantage of the facilities of tele-
plf and railroad, come here several times during the ses-
to look sfter a single case. One such has already been
twice, since the opening of the seasion, from New York,
miles, and has now gone back to New York, to be up

ﬂﬁ‘w“ other in hard knotsof the law, and battling away

dent of the Uni Pre
sident of Elmira=—so I remained at the * Queen

City” of Chemung county a day longer than 1 had
d d, that I might accept the.invitation to be
resent at the 'Pmslliient's levee. Elmira is a mi
corporation, and its chief magistrate is st
I:E:sido:r: Mr. MaxweLL, wh:g;'t present ,ﬁlls
that office, has a pleasant residence about half a
mile out of the village, where the judges and lawyers
of the Court of Appeals and a few of the citizens passed the
evening and enjoyed his hospitality. This morning, at eight
o’clock, the honorsble judgés went to the bench, the lawyers
to the bar, and I to the cars for the eastern train ; and in
about an hour and a baif I found myself in this fair village
of Owego, some thirty-seven miles from Elmira and two
hundred and thirty-six from New York, having made brief
stops at five stations, viz. Wellsburg, Chemung, Waverley,
Barton, and Smithborough, where there are already smart
little villages, giving signs of healthy growth and activity.

Owego is a thriving and inviting village ; so T left the cars,
resolved to stop long enough to have a look. The population
is some iwenty-five hundred, and the location and genersl
aspect of the place are not unlike Elmire. It stands oa the
north bank of the Busquehanna river, which here is a beauti-
fal placid stream, perhaps five or six hundred feet in width,
and over which a bridge is thrown, adding more beauty to the
natural landscape. The village stands on a fertile plain, rising
fifteen or twenty feet above the river, and surrounded by
several high hills. The dwellings are mostly built of wood,
neat and tasteful, not very compact, and generally surround-
ed by pleasant gardens and shrubbery. The streets toward
the river certainly sfford most delightful residences, as well as
business locations. This part of the village suffered from'a
destructive fire about a year and s balf ago, and has not been
entirely rebuilt yet, though some substantial brick blocks have
been erected, and others are in progress, among which is a
large hotel, apparently intended lo ravk as one of the first
class. The town takes its pame from Owego creek, which
flows into the Susquehanna about half a mile to the west of
the village. An intelligent gentleman of whom I made some
inquiries informed me- that the trus Indisn name is Owago ;
but custom seems to have sanctioned the other spelling. 1
find the word * creek” used in this part of the Btate with a
very different meaning from shat gives 4ot in New Eng-
faud:  In Wew England the word is uniformly applied (o 1a-
vines on the sea.shore, where the tide flows and ebbs. Here
it is applied to running streams, which in New England
would alwaye be called brooks, rivulets, or rivers. Thus,
Owego creek is a natural river as much as the Susquehanns,
and evep the meaning of the Indian word Owago is eaid tobe
* gwift river.” Bo also at Elmira I found a running stream,
which flows into the Chemung at that place, is called * New-
ton creek ;" and sixty miles east of this place is a beautiful
mountsin strgam flowing into the Delaware which is called
“ Oquaga creek.” :

At Owego, as well as at Elmira, there is an imporfant
branch road to the north, which brings s Jarge amount of
travel and business from the central and northern parts of the
State to the New York and Erie Railroad. This branch is
Cayuga and Burquebanna Railroad, from Owego to Iths-
on Cayuga lake, a distance of thirly miles, and from
Ithaca the lake is navigable forty or fifiy miles further to the
north ; thus affording, in this central part of the State, con-
venient transport between the Albany and Buffalo road and
the New York and Erie.

- There is one spot in the neighborhood of Owego which has
acquired some notoriety from its literary associations. It is
the former residence of N. P. WrLvris, named by him ** Glen
Mary,” for his first wife. It was here he wrote his ** Letters
from under & Bridge,” snd many other of his literary effu-
gions. Few of our wrilers bave such = mixed, conflicting
popularity as Mr. Wizris. While there are many who are
enthusisstic admirers of his writinge, there are otbers who
cannot relish them at all. I am no special admirer of Mr.
Willis ; indeed, a large portion of his productions are not to
my taste, though I recollect to have been much charmed by
some of his earlier fugitive poems, written when his heart
was young and fresh. All candid judges, however, I think,
will admit that he has made s decided impression upen the
literary reputation of the country, and the inscription upon
his block in the national column of our literature will not fail
to attract many eyes and many admirers. His pen has in-
vesled Owego with a sort of literary halo, and, having a part
of the morning on my bands, I took some pains to visit ** Glen
Mary.” It is perhaps a mile northwest of the village on a
straight line, but it was a warm walk of two miles to reach
it, having 1o cross the Owego creek on the reilroad bridge,
and mske a circuit among the farms. There was a feeling
of disappointment on first reaching the place, the scene was
so different from the fairy glen pictured in the imagination.
The house is a small low cottage, embedded in the hill-side,
having the Owego creek in front, fifteen or twenty rods dis-
tant, with meadow grass in the fore-greund, and hiils, fields,
and woodlands above the house in the rear. The present
occupant politely showed me a well-drawn plan of the grounds,
and pointed out the diffvrent localities. The cottage is much
covered with shrabbery, evergreens, sumachs, &c., and be-
neath two or three stately trees in the grassy yard are rustic
seate, which still look inviting, though bat little used. A
half-dozon rods from the door, the small ice-house, with its
little s'eeple, has lost its equilibrium, and canted to one side
in sign of decay. The door is wide open, but it affords no
ice to refresh the weary traveller in this hot July sun. A few
stops from the ice-house the public road crosses a narrow ra-
vine over & plank bridge, beneath which gurgles a little-stream
on its way to the Owego. This is the bridge, which enjoys
the reputation of giving to the world a volume of graceful
letters. But the literary reputation of the bridge is probably
aver-ra'ed ; for [ would not be afraid to wager a trifle that the
parlor or study in the little cottage, in nine cases out of ten,
played prozy for the bridge. I stepped along the stones in
the chanpel of the little brook, and went under the bridge.

i

has any propensity to ** take his esse in his inn,” bat it is
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paliid lip
Wakas ils buds above thee, we will come,

And, standing by thy music-haunted grave,
Look n each cheerfully, and say,
A cbid that we bave loved is gone to heaven,
And by this gate of flowers she pase’d away.”
No. 8.

Bissuaxrron, Broouz Co,, (N. ¥.) Juzr 3, 1851. -
Y esterday, at half-past four, having taken a seven
hours’ look at Owego, I took the Eastern mail train
for Birghampton, The distance is about twenty
miles, occupying something like an hour, including
brief stops at Campville and Union. This gave
me 1 couple of hours before dark to view this cele-
brated village, which time I improved diligently and
with much satisfaction, Binghampton has a wide
repatation as a village of uncommon beauty and
prosperity, and I am sure that reputation will be
in no danger of eiffering from the test of personal
observation. It has a population of about five
thousand, and is destined to become a large town.
Its beautiful location and numerous advantages will make it
grow whether it will or no. Tt is situated at the confluence
of two lovely rivers, the Susquebanns and the Chenango, the
great Erie railroad passes through it, and it is the terminus of
the. Chensngo canal, stretchiog ninety five miles north to
Utica.
The main body of the village stands'on the north bank of
the Susquehanna, which here has a westerly course, and the
bright and. broad Chenango comes flowing down gracefully
from the north, between its high green banks, and beneath its
white bridges, and, passing directly through the village, goes
daughing on in this’ *“fair vale of Avoca” to its joyous
“‘meeting of the waters.,” The canal also passes centrally
through the village, and with its bridges and boats adds not
a little to the beauty of the picturesque scene. The business
part of the village is on the eastern side of the Chenango, and
here slso are pleasant s'rests and many tasteful snd neatly-
finished dwellings. One of these, which was poimted out to
me, is the mansion of the Hon. Joux A. Cortizn. It has
hoth the canal gnd river in front, snd has a commanding and
Tunat delightful yeagpant. The pramises are a little injured
on one side by the near approach of the railroad and the a-
tion buildings, which are within a stone’s throw. The tra-
veller, howaver, must pass over to the western bank of the
Chenango, and walk up and down the river street for half or
three quarters of a mile, before he can fully appreciate the
taste, beauty, and runl comfort of the residences of Bing-
bampton. And if he would enjoy one comprehensive view
of this delightful valley, with its grand border festooned with
hills and mountaine, let him sscend to the top of the court-
house at sunset or susrise, and look out from the cupola.
Binghampton is a place of much wealth, in. proportion to
its population, and, jodging from sppearances, poverty must
be an entire stranger within its borders, Liberal encourage-
ment is given lo the means of education, as is indicated by
their academy, femals seminaries, and public schools, and the
society in general issaid to be intelligent and refined. The
leading hotel of the place st present is the ** Lewis House,”
a large, showy, wooden building, well arranged and well
kept—not quite eqial to the two' principsl hotels st Elmira,
but still it may be called an excellent house. Another large
hotel, of brick, isin progress, and will soon be open. The
march of improvement is visible on the whole line of this
great Erie rosd, snd challenges observation st every station.
Forty years sgo Binghampton received fiom New York one
mail a week ; now it receives trains of railroad cars from the
Empire City threc times a day. Buch facts of the pest are
sure prognostics of the future, snd probubly it may not be
more than fifteen or twenty years before we shall have a daily
train of cars from New York to California. That road will
go through, and repidly, by somebody. The great empire
springing suddenly into life and maturity on the Pacific will
demand it. If the road is not opened through American ter-
ritory, it will be through British territory. Our legislators
ought not to allow themeelves to go to sleep over this matter;
if they do, they will wake up some morning and Lear the
cars of John Bull whistling away through the woods from
Montreal to some place south of ** fifty-four forty” on the
Pacific, to connect with the British line of steamers to China.
Binghampton has been settied something over sixty years,
It received its name from one of its early prominent settlers,
Mr. Binghem, an Englishman, who died in 1804, leaving
two dsughters. These daugtters were aflerwards married to

of the earlier seltlers of Binghampton, however, came from
New England. This was the case also with a large portion
of Western New York, which perhaps derives from this
source much of its Yankee go-shead character, so different
from some of the old Dutch towns in the North River coun-
ties. The first white inhsbitant of Binghampton was Cap'.
Joseph Leoosrd, from Plymouth, Massachusetts. Then came
Col. William Roee from Connecticut ; and afierwards the
Whitneys from Columbia county in this State. About the
same time a colony of French was settled, and continued for
a few years, sbove this place on the Chenango. This French
setllement was visited in 1795 by Talleyrand.

All new seltlements bave their anecdotes of early hardships
sod privations. In the esrlier days of Binghampton, when
its inhabitants were few and its neighpors far off, the nearest
white settiement and the mearest mill were at Tioga, forty
miles distant. The Binghamites had raired some nice wheat,
but how to get it ground was a problem which sbrely puzzled
them to solve. At length, however, a patriotic and stalwart
Msjor Stow volunteered to .work out the question. He
shouldered a bushel of wheat, the common property of the
whole neighborhood, and lugged it on foot to Wattle's Ferrys
forty miles, bad it ground, shouldered it again, and lugged
the same quantity, minus the toll, forty miles back to Bing-
bampton. He also bought a pound of **boughten tea” at
Wattle's Ferry, and surprised all Binghampton with the
choice luxury. Great waa the rejoicing in the neigbborhood
when Major Stow returned. A geperal meeting was called ;
the best cooks were set to work to bake up the flour-into
* short caker,” in which, it is said, **bear's gresse” supplied

tea, the whole town sat down to one grand feast, and gave
up the day to overflowing fun and merriment

BIRD'S-EYE.

JULY 19, 1851.

tall trees, wi a little enclosure, some four feet square, guard-
ed by a strgg picket framework of wood. There sloep the
remains of tfe infant, till called by the universal Father. The
burial of thy child is commemarated in one of Willis's fine
::‘h Wlﬂummlheo:wn

‘N _Dugani! think an extract cannot be un-
scceplable : i

¢ Room, fiowers, my child would to heaven !
hlook'duthhcrylt.:nhyourmﬁs;:

O, walchfyl ushars at Desth's narrow door !

L - . . . .

ot T havg choses for th child,
Ahktllulhnbiznun:zrhm

And thought howlittle it wonld seem like death

To sleep amid sue) loveliness. The brook,

Tripping with lsughter down the stepe

That lead us to thy bed, would still wip ov,
B_m&ohhﬂdhmm;

are neve silent that build bere,

Alexander and Heary Baring, the Eoglish backers. Most | D8P

the place of butter ; and, having propely boiled the pound of | i 4,

SIRIUS DEFENDED, OR A VINDICATION OF THE
FIXED STARS,

The witty Sroxsy Saurrs tells of 8 man who spoke dis-
respectfully of the Squator. This eudacity has been emulat-
ed by certain malicious persons, who have ventured to acouse
good old Birius of fresks quite unbecoming the dignity of »
fixed star. This light of all sntiquity stands sccused of

“reeling to and fro, and staggering like a drunken man.”
The venerable Humboldt is summoned as a wityiess to these
inebriste evolutions of the king of stats, Some even sppre-
hend the overturn of all that fabric of stellar astronomy which
the combined lsbor of so many great minds has been for ages
erecting, As admiring friends of Sirias and the fixed stars
generally, it seems our duty to exonerate them, as mey most
readily be done, from all such espersions.

Admit that Sirins has seemed to move up and down, right
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A FEARFUL 8CENE

A gummﬁ&}m who was in Wells

0.'s uring fire at
San Franeisco, writes the following gr';?iu skeich
of the hair-breadth escape of the inmates :
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knows the great influsnoe of refrsction near B¢ hdrizon. It
is simply by reason of the rapid variations in this refraction

winds or air currents. As atmospheric refraction varies with
the density, temperature, and moisture of the air, changes in
these along the courre of & ray must induce changes in its di-
rection, or in the spparent position of the luminous object
whence the ray proceeds. Hence comes the apparent motion
observed, not only in the fixed stars, but in maoy cases of
common terrestrial observation.

Every one muet have noticed how the cuyrents of air around
a hented stovepipe seem to keep the walls and ceilings, seen
just beyond it, in a semblance of ceaseless lremor. It is com-
mon for shores, seen at some distance over the water, to seem
tremulous and unsteady, from the same cause. In looking
over strongly-heated ground to distant objects, these are seen
in ceaseless vibration, by reason of the incessant changes of
intermediate refraction.

About three years since the Mobile papers heralded an er-
ratic luminary which sppeared every evening in the south,
and performed some extraordinary antics, creating, of course,
quite an excitement. This was simply the star Canopus,
skirtiog the southern horizon at a culminating altitude of
about 5°, It was feen over the marshes south of Mobile,
where the motion of the air and ‘the evaporation were quile
considerable, farnishing a sufficient explanation of all the ap-
pearances. J

The experience of the Coast SBarvey in horizontal szimuth
observations has rendered this apparent in the teleacopic field
of both terrestrial and celestial objects quite familiar facts. Bud-
den changes of weather, attended by a mingling of cold and
warm air currents, produce irregular motions of such magni-
tude as to make observations impoesible or worthless. Late-
ral displacement has frequently been observed to the amount
of thirty seconds of arc, and much more sometimes when the
disturbances of atmospheric strata are near the observer. Ver-
tical oscillations of objects occur to the smount of two minates,
which would readily be observed by the unsided eye, looking
over a fixed edge, like the ridge of a house. The extreme
variations though are rare, and such appearances a2 Hum-
boldt reporis are consequently rare. The officers of the
Coast Burvey have frequently observed great ray disturbances,
especially over beaches and marshes, but, from the cause

being obvions and general, these have prvducod uu particuisr
discussion.

In one case a hill lay between two stations, of such relative
altitude that the signal was sometimes visible and sometimes
concealed by tbe hill, depending on the differences of inter-
mediate refraction, It is not uncommon for the observed
signal spparently to move from the centre of the field with a
pretty rapid motion.

Proofs might readily be multiplied that the variations of re-
fraction alone quite suffice for explaining the saltic perform-
ances of Birius and the fixed stars, without in the Jeast im-
peaching their siability and propriety.- The scandal now con-
futed is but another illustration of the common propensity to
secribe follies and errors to those above and beyond us, which
are in truth but delusions, due to the atmosphere enveloping
ourselves. A E. B. H.
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WONDERFUL ELECTRIC MANIFESTATION.

The New Bedford Mercury gives the following very valu-
sble communication from a **highly respectable gentleman
ol that city, one of good scientific attainments, and not easi-
ly to be decsived.” It fur;l;n‘;idﬁ : *We call to mmd st
this time several instances i though oot
like this one in all its detwils. Wammhr ?uu
which occurred in a country town of Massachusetts of a ball
of electric fire which rushed through a long entry, the doors
at each end being open, though was no storm at the
time raging. We believe there is an instance, which was
colebrated in English literature of the last century, of two
Ear-_um,n‘»trud'by lightning in broad sunlight while in a field

aying.

On Baturdey evening, July 5th, sbout 8 o’clock, the wri-
ter of this was sitting in his library ing. He was seated
at a table placed agsinst s grate aod be a mantel on the
south side of the room. He was near the end of the table,
which brought him near a window in the southeast corner of
the room.

His wife came in and seated herself in an arm chair with

rockers, near the other eod of the table. Finding herselfl o
little too far from the lamp, (a solar,) she took hold of the
arms of the chair, and without raising it from the floor mov-
ed it towards the table. She did not get out of the chair,
-but simply raised herself so as to permitthe chair to be drawn
over the carpet, The chair not being lifted, it was pressed
upon the carpet not only with its own weight, but with a part
of the weight of the occupant.
The instant it moved an explosion took place, exceedingly
and loud as & Chineso cracker, He was somewhat
alarmed by it, and the alarm was increased by an exclame-
tion from his wife that she was hurt in the band. The first
thought was that some one bad thrown a cracker into the
window. But the window was closed. Upon taking the
eyes from the book, a luminous body, about the size and near-
ly the shspe of the flame ol a candle, was seen floating in
the air and moviog towards the opposite side of the room.
It had nearly reached the partition when first seen, and when
it had reached the wall it appeared to sink down behind the
sofe, where it dismppeared. The color of the body was a
bluish white. It was seen with great distinctness, so that
its shape and color were accurstely determined. .

The room was filled with a pungent odor, whose charac-

ter conveyed the impression that both woollen cloth and sul-
hur were burning. It was much the strongest at the spot
behind the sofs, where the meleor expired. Upon removing
the sofs, two or three minutes afier the explosion, the smell
was so strong s to be highly offensive. It was as powerful,
as that which sccompanies the ignition of a mateh. It was
thought that the carpet was on fire.
. The hand of Mrs. C. was found to have heen burnt near [
the knuckle of the forefinger. The spot was about ss large
s a dime, snd for & while was exceedingly painful. It was
much discolored and somewhat swollen. It remains a dark
putple, and painful to the touch.
It was thought possible that some explosive article or ma-
terial might bave been introduced into the room. Every part
of the room was carefully examined, but nothing was found
to give any plausibility to such & supposition. hen it was
over, nothing was to be seen but the dark spot upon the
wounded hand.

Kizuxn ;’r L:on‘uvlrn.::?w& of Eben G. Bartho-

lomew, of Harlem, Winne county, Illinois, killed

by fightaing while asleep in bed with her hacband aod ehikd.
The

severely barnt. The New Haven Palladium states that Mr.
Daniel Beach, of Terryville, (P ) was killed by
tning on last, as he in bed, and his wile
-side of him bad one of her below the knee pare-

avenue for the Bank door on Montgomery street,
which was and bolted on the inside. Horrible to re-
late! The doors were so expanded with hest that the bolts

could not be started. For a moment our
table ; we must be roasted slive, when some one found
iron bar. It was Norton.

bands horribly on the iron door in his frantic
it. With the aid of the bar the door was
appalling scene outside presented itself to our
of fire was opposite
down Montgomery street,
the corner of Clay street.
Then commenced the race
smoke, blinding, suffocating,
top of our My hands
My strength seemed
in'the only possible
street, wntil at last I passed the fiery ordeal, and,
and blind, at last resched men and engines, and
with oil in an apothecary’s got
bury's, in the extreme notth
since, I am now sble to be about the street.
are healing finely. They are not
excepting Wheeler, was worse L
saved himself with a blanket. Wells is frightfully

the fire, and are so horribly burnt that neither are expected
to live. They are both delirions, and the flesh hangs in
shreds to their bones. Six or seven in & neighboring build-
ing were burnt up in the same wey that we came 50 neaf 10,
e —

THE BEA BERPENT.

E

PRONM TRE :::;l ‘JOURNAL.
Visiters at Nshant, Hull, and other places along the sea-
shore, who repaired thither in anticipation of the anoual visit
of the sea serpent, have had & dark cloud cast over their ex-
tati k. lduplm?dhilnnh:lyp'l
progeny, : o8 our paper a or
two -.'a,nllctm'q-u reh that, by
from our shoves. We rejoics, , 10 be able to

mhh#mmum-mmm"

The duy after the publiestion of the capture of this young
serpent, an old whaleman, who bas ssiled in every ses, called
;pao us and stated that among the Rosemary Isiands on the

orthwestern const of New Hollend, serpents correspon
in every respect to the description of the one captured by
Capt. Burr, are found in great numbers. They are about
twenty feet long, and five or six inches in diameter. Some-
times their bodies will be found distended to the size of a
large bucket, which leads to the belief that the reptile sucks
or bolts its food whole. There is no particular in which the

2

sama specios as the snakes 7 sbundant on the const of New
Holland, and that it hes no relstion to the sea serpent pro-
A full sccount of these New Holland snakes was pub-
lished in the London , some four or five years since,
and was furnished by the officers of the English Burveying
Expedition.

We confers that the information of our friend has done
much to remiove a heavy load of soxiety from our miod,
which was caused by perusing the accounts of the capture of
the serpent which has arrived at New York. It strengthens
our faith that #he sea verpent will yet make his annual visit of
exploration to our shores, and will delight the eyes of those
wonder-seekers who sre sufficiently watchful, by allowing
them a glimpse of bis fair and graceful proportions. But, fur-
ther, the story of our friend removes more serious troubles
which had arisen in oor mind. We had always supposed
his snakeship to be a confirmed, respectable old bachelor, and
when we came to read of s« Mrs. Snake, with from one han-
dred snd twenty to one hundred and fifty little snakes, asthe
New York captain would have us believe, we confess that
our fai'h was unequal to the task imposed vpon it, and we
were near giving up our entire belief in the reality of any
such creature as the sea serpent. Happily the clouds have
been removed. Our faith in one sea serpent is yet brightand
strong, and we have equal faith that be will sgsin henor our
shores with his presence. .

Bince the above was in type we have met with the follow-
ing paragraph, which is published in the New York Journal
of Commerce, over the signature of 8. T. C. :

* Attracted by the notice in your paper of Wednesday of
the ¢ infant sea serpent,’ at the Marine Burveyor’s office, I
called there, and recognised the specimen to be a part of & fish
(for fish it certainly is, having nothing of a replile chearac-
ter ghout it) not unknown to naturalists, though rare on
these coasts. If you will teke the troable to look into Storer's

 Fishes of Massachusetts, or Dr. DeKay’s account of the fishes

of this State, in the Btate survey, you will in either of them
find a rather meager description, but tolerably exact figure, 0.
the animal in question, described as Fistularia serrata—ihe
American Pipe-fish "

How 1o Dmaw Tux BinwEms.—Several years sgo we
were a resident of northwestern Louisiana, near ihe confines
of Texas. The people there, as a general thing, were not
much given to religion. An itinerant preacher hsppened
along in the neighborhood during this dearth of religion, and
set about repairing the walls of Z-on in good earnest. Bat
his success was poor. Not over balf a dozea could be got
together at his Sunday meetings. Determined, however, to
create an inlerest before leaving the neighborhood, be procur-
ed printed handbillsand had them posted up in every conspi-
cuous place in the district, which read to the following effect :
¢ Religious Notice.—The Rev. Mr. Blaney will
next Sunday, in Dempsey’s Grove, at 10 o'clock A. M., and
at 4 P, M., Providence permitting.’ Between the services,
the preacher will rus his sorrel mare, Julia, against any nag
that can be trotted out in this region, for a purse of five hun=
dred dollars !
This had the desired effect. People fl icked from all quar-
ters, and the anxiety to see the singular preacher was even
greater than the excitement following the challenge. He
preached an elegant sermn in the morning, and after dinner
be brought out hi-dul;::rlhe rl::d The purse was made
five or six anters, an opposing
2,3, The prescher rode his little so:rel, and “.;'.
amid the deafening shouts, screams, and yells of the delighted
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